
 

 
 

   
 

 

New UAE-India Partnership to Fast-Track Global Scale-Up for Indian Start-ups from 

IIM Bangalore 

Bengaluru, 25 July 2025: The UAE-India CEPA Council (UICC), in collaboration with the NS 

Raghavan Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning (NSRCEL) at the Indian Institute of 

Management Bangalore (IIMB), one of India’s most prestigious academic incubators, 

convened an interactive session as part of the UAE-India CEPA Start-up Series, a strategic 

initiative designed to nurture globally scalable Indian start-ups. 

Held in Bengaluru, a global hub for technology and entrepreneurship, the event marked another 

significant step in advancing the Start-up Series across India. With its strong start-up 

infrastructure, dense network of venture capital firms, and deep talent pool in technology and 

management, Bengaluru continues to serve as the nucleus of India’s global-facing 

entrepreneurial ambitions. 

The centrepiece of the event was the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

between NSRCEL and the UAE-India CEPA Council (UICC), formalising their partnership to 

identify and support high-potential Indian ventures from the IIM Bangalore ecosystem seeking 

to participate in the UAE-India Start-up Series. 

Delivering the keynote address, Mr. Ahmed Aljneibi, Director of the UICC, outlined the vision 

and structure of the CEPA Start-up Series, emphasising its focus on international scaling and 

strategic mentorship. “NSRCEL is a proven engine of entrepreneurial excellence, and we are 

proud to welcome it into the CEPA Start-up Series network. This collaboration strengthens our 

commitment to unlocking global opportunities for India’s brightest founders, starting right here 

at IIM Bangalore,” he said. 

Mr. Anand Sri Ganesh Nagarjan, CEO, IIMB Innovations, added: “We are delighted to partner 

with the UAE-India CEPA Council on this important initiative. At NSRCEL, we are committed 

to helping founders build scalable, impact-driven ventures. Through this collaboration, our 

entrepreneurs will gain a valuable bridge to the UAE market - an ecosystem that offers exciting 

opportunities for cross-border innovation and growth.” 

As part of the event, attendees viewed the official trailer for the UAE-India Start-up Series, 

which showcased the programme’s offerings and the roadmap for selected start-ups to engage 

with the UAE innovation ecosystem. This was followed by an interactive Q&A session, where 

Mr. Aljneibi responded to queries from students and entrepreneurs, addressing a wide range of 

topics from venture readiness and sector focus to post-selection support in the UAE. This 

interaction provided invaluable clarity for founders considering cross-border expansion. 

The Bengaluru leg of the CEPA Start-up Series Roadshow reflects the UICC’s continued effort 

to forge tangible linkages with India’s leading academic incubators, ensuring that the benefits 

of CEPA reach the country’s most promising entrepreneurial talent. 

Applications for the CEPA Start-Up Series are open until 31 July 2025. 



 

 
 

   
 

Apply now at: https://start-upseries.cepacouncil.com 

For media inquiries or further information, please contact: 

info@cepacouncil.com 

 

About the UAE-India CEPA Council 

The UAE-India CEPA Council (UICC) is a dedicated bilateral platform established to advance 

trade, investment, and innovation under the UAE-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement. It facilitates strategic collaborations between businesses, governments, and 

institutions across both countries to unlock shared economic opportunities. 

Follow the UAE-India CEPA Council on: 

• LinkedIn 

• Instagram 

• X (formerly Twitter) 

• YouTube 

 

About NSRCEL, IIM Bangalore 

The NS Raghavan Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning (NSRCEL) is the entrepreneurship and 

innovation hub of the Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB). It is widely regarded 

as one of India’s premier academic incubators. It supports start-ups from ideation to scale 

through mentorship, funding access, and sector-specific accelerators. NSRCEL has played a 

pivotal role in fostering a new generation of entrepreneurs who are building impactful, scalable 

ventures across diverse sectors. 
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